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PASSED THE FCAT ?

Juniors and Seniors who have
passed both parts of the FCAT should
plan to use the dates of Monday, Feb.
27 and Tuesday, Feb. 28 as days when
they visit colleges. They should see
Ms. Dekle or Ms. Green in the Ca-
reer Center before Feb.20 for the form
and procedure to get these school days
excused. Students, even though they
may have passed the test, must at-
tend school on testing days if they
have not arranged for this SSA op-
portunity or take an unexcused ab-
sence. Once again, we encourage
you to use these two days to visit col-
leges in order to have the absences
excused as SSA’s.

Questions??? See your guid-
ance counselor or someone in the
Career Center.

FAILED A HALF CREDIT?

All students who need to make
up a half credit may now sign up for
the “Wednesday Night Compass Lab”’
on a first come first served basis.
The work for eligible courses is done
on the computer. The lab is open from
3:30 until 6:30 p.m. You will be ex-
pected to attend every session until
your assigned credit is complete and
to remain the entire time each ses-
sion. If you are interested, see Mrs.
Moseley in guidance to get on the
waiting list. This is a great opportu-
nity to clean up those missing half
credits and make planning your next
year’s schedule easier.

SENIOR UPDATE

All seniors should have a mini-
mum of 21 credits at this point. If for
some reason you do not have that
number you must be enrolled in night
school or taking an extended day at
CHS. (Six classes = 3 credits). Itis
every seniors responsibility to make
sure they have the required courses
for graduation. If you are not sure
about your credits, Mrs. Dekle will be
visiting each English classroom by mid
February to again give you an update
on how many credits you have, what
credits you still need, your current
GPA and whether or not you still need
to pass FCAT. Please be advised that
night school requires a specific num-
ber of days and work for you to re-
ceive credit. We are quickly ap-
proaching graduation and the number
of day that is left for you to receive
credit is growing shorter. LMS night
school is currently full and there is a
waiting list in Mrs. Dekle’s office. If
you plan to graduate in May you need
to be concerned about your credits
now. Don’t wait until April and be
told it is too late.

SPRING BREAK TIPS

1. Help your student make plans
and don’t hesitate to be a part of their
plans....make this a family time, some-
where fun.

2. Make sure your student’s plans
are where he/she will be supervised

3. Be strong when your student
wants to go somewhere unchaperoned,
remember it is your responsibility to keep
them safe. Sometimes saying NO makes
you the BEST PARENT!!!!

TAKING THE FCAT

Spring Break is coming soon
and by the time it gets here, FCAT
will be behind us! Everyone has
worked so hard to prepare for FCAT
this year, and we are optimistic that
we will see great results. Students
who would like some additional help
in these last few weeks before FCAT
can attend Saturday morning review
sessions at CHS every Saturday from
now through Feb. 26. The sessions
are from 9:00 a.m. until noon, and meet
in Room 137, the FCAT room, down
the vocational hall. Sessions include
not just specific skills, but some very
valuable test taking strategies and tips.
There is no need to sign up in advance;
just show up on Saturday morning,
eager to learn.

Of course, it is most important
that all students be here for all the
FCAT testing, that they are on time,
well rested, have had a nourishing
breakfast, and that they are as stress
free as possible. Parents can help by
seeing that there are no late-night
activities the evenings before tests and
by trying to avoid confrontations on
the mornings of tests so that students
come to school that day feeling re-
freshed and positive.

The FCAT test dates are....

Feb. 7 FCAT Writing(10th)
Feb.27 SSSReading

(All grade retakes)
Feb.28  SSS Math

(All grade retakes)
Mar. 6 SSS Science(11th)
Mar. 8  NRT Reading and

Math(9th and 10th)



Guidance Tracker.....We’re here to ‘TRACK”’ your student through high school.

SCHOLARSHIPS

With all the publicity about elite
private colleges with $30,000 a year
price tags, many students and parents
have misconceptions about how much
it really costs to attend college. Full-
time tuition at Florida public universi-
ties is about $2,700 a year. At com-
munity colleges tuition is even lower,
generally under $1,750 a year. Even
so, paying for college is not always
easy especially with the extra living
expenses of a college student. Col-
lege costs rise each year and many
students and their families need some
form of financial assistance to help
pay these costs. The following sug-
gestions should help:

Student should complete the
Florida Financial Aid Application
available online at:

www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org
to be considered for State of Florida
student financial aid programs, includ-
ing Bright Futures.

Students should contact the col-
lege/school they want to attend and
request a financial aid application
packet. The packet will provide them
with information about the financial
aid programs the school offers and the
forms they need to complete. The
Lake City Community College and
Lake City Community College Foun-
dation Scholarship applications are
available in the CHS Career Center
and at the LCCC website:

www.lakecitycc.edu

Each college will request that
students complete the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid(FAFSA),
available online at:

www.fafsa.ed.gov

Some colleges will also require
completion of other forms. Be sure
to contact the college to inquire about
other forms for financial aid.

IMPROVING READING
What you can do at home...

Create a print rich environ
ment
include books and writing
materials
include newspapers and
magazines
have a special reading area
Model reading and writing
let your student see you read
ing
let your student see you read
ing for work or to
learn something
let your student see you read
ing for pleasure
Communicate regularly with
your student’s teacher
about his literacy develop
ment
find out what is happening at
school
volunteer at your student’s
school
Visit the library often
encourage your student to get
his/her own library
card
take advantage of library pro
grams
find out who are your
student’s favorite au
thors
Explore books together
ask your student questions
point out new vocabulary and
ideas

Parent Tip

Get to know the parents of your
student’s friends. Never be shy about
calling to find out where they are and
what they are doing. They want to
know that you care about them.

Be PREPARED
Before THE TEST

One Week Before

1. Getanormal nights sleep for
each of 5 days before the test

2. Take one night to review
math formulas and problem solving
techniques

3. Eat a good dinner the night
before and a good breakfast the day
of the test.

4. Determine a strategy you will
use when reading over a passage;
answering multiple choice questions;
answering short and long answer
questions; and answering a question
that you have no idea of the answer.

5. Warm your brain by reading
for at least 45 minutes at home on
each of the five nights prior to the test.

6. Relax...don’t panic...you will
do fine.

Test Day

1. Be sure to be present.

2.Eat a good breakfast.

3. Bring 2 #2 pencils.

4. Relax. All the hard work is
done. Now is the time to prove what
you have learned.

5. Get to school on time and talk
to your friends to break the tension.

6. Be sure to drink enough wa-
ter so you won’t be dehydrated.

7. Avoid all strenuous activity
before school.

8. Listen carefully to all test-tak-
ing directions given by the teacher.

9. Think positively; tell yourself
that you can do this.

10. To keep calm, breathe in and
out slowly and deeply.

GOOD LUCK
TIGERS
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SKIN THIS CAT



